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Kicking it up a notch—or maybe 10 — the new Roche 
Bros. store on Linden Street has gone to great lengths 
to transform itself into a paradise for even the most 
discerning foodie. 


Kicking it up a notch—or maybe 10 — the new Roche Bros. store on Linden 
Street has gone to great lengths to transform itself into a paradise for even 


the most discerning foodie. 


Offering freshly baked artisan breads, a Brazilian churrasco, Spanish paella, 
panini, organic dog food and custom-dried aged beef, the store has evolved 
beyond its humble origins to join the glitzy ranks of stores like Whole Foods 
Market and Wegman’s. 


Founded in 1955 by Pat and Bud Roche, Roche Bros. has stores 15 stores 
throughout Massachusetts. The new Wellesley store relocated from a smaller 
location across the street, which closed on Jan. 10. The new store opened a 


day later, on Jan. 11. 


At 38,000 square feet, the new store is more than 10,000 square feet larger 
than its 22,000-square-foot predecessor. One-hundred-thirty new employees, 
including service clerks, cooks, and servers, were hired to accommodate the 


expansion, raising the total staff to 300. 


According to employees, the new supermarket was so mobbed the first 
couple of days — due in part to their convergence with a snowstorm and a 
Patriots game — it took about 20 minutes for customers to maneuver from 
the produce section over to prepared foods. The store was averaging about 


5,000 customers a day during its first week. 
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The Wellesley store, like a new store built last year in Westborough, were 
designed by FRCH Design Worldwide, a Cincinnati-based firm that designs, 
among other things, department stores, supermarkets and grocery stores. 
Roche Bros. plans to implement the new design in 10 other stores. “We 
wanted to create a store that invites the customer to shop and that resembles 
an outdoor market,” said Arthur Ackles, director of marketing for Roche 


Bros. 





Care has been taken to provide customers with information about the fruits 
and vegetables on black signs hanging above some of the displays, and a sign 
is posted every day to inform customers of the number of organic fruits and 
vegetables available. On Tuesday, the number was 71. Indeed, the new 
offerings at the Wellesley store include a vast increase in organic and locally 
grown vegetables, part of an effort to appeal to the company’s longtime 


Wellesley customers who, according to Ackles, are “foodies” by and large. 


Roche Bros. has been in Wellesley for 27 years. “This is one of our greatest 
customer bases,’ said Ackles. The new Charcuterie Selection, including 
imported cured meats such as Serrano ham from Spain and sausages from 


Molinari, is unique to Wellesley. 
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The five varieties of hearth-baked pizza include calamata olive, spinach and 
feta, and buffalo chicken, according to Ackles. Wellesley resident Pete 
Arnold, who works down the street from the store, has already returned 


three times for it. Between 40 and 50 pizzas are made daily. 


While the store is a smorgasbord of new delights, it has also made an effort to 
adhere to its roots, naming each aisle after a Wellesley street and posting a 
display of the company’s history at the checkout line. Everything in the 
design has meaning to it, said Ackles, including the chalkboard art and wall 


patterns that were made by a Millis designer. 


“The store design is built around who we are,” he said. 
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